THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY
CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON (Pre-K&K)

Lesson #77

Date:

SUBJECT: A Special Parade (Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem)

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 21:1-16

AIM: To show that children give the Lord the best praise and that the Lord is very pleased when
they praise Him.

MEMORY VERSES:

Psalm 67:3 “Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let the peoples praise You, all of them.”

REVIEW: Last time you heard a story about some people who came to see the Lord. Who
were they? Children. Who brought them (their Moms), who tried to stop them? (The Lord’s
helpers, the disciples), did they stop them? (No- the Lord said to let the children come), what did
the Lord do? (He blessed the children)

INTRODUCTION: Sometimes you might think it’s no fun to be a kid — right? Especially
when you can’t do certain things that grown-ups can do. Did you ever feel that you couldn’t
wait till you grow up? Almost everybody did when they were little. Well, this story we will hear
today shows that children are very important to the Lord. He made a special time for them and
they know best how to praise the Lord.

When Mommy makes your favorite dinner — do you praise her? When Daddy fixed a broken toy
for you — do you praise him? When you do a good job making your bed — does Mommy praise
you? When you clean up your room real nice — does Mommy praise you?

Did you ever praise someone? What did they do? What did you say to them? Do you think
everyone likes to be praised? — Yes

In Jesus’ time the people were just like us. They liked to praise and be praised. They praised
when someone did something well. They also praised people for being special. One day they
praised the Lord Jesus in a special way.

CONTENT: Jesus and His disciples were traveling to Jerusalem. Lots of people were going to
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Feast like God had told them to do a long time ago. When
Jesus and His disciples were near the Mount of Olives, He sent two of the men to the nearby
village on an errand. He said — go to the village and as soon as you get there you’ll find a mother
donkey and her colt (a young donkey — her baby) next to her. Untie them and bring them to me.
If anyone asks you why you’re taking the animals just tell them “The Lord has need of them.”
Then the owner will let them go.

Jesus had not been in the town or seen the donkeys but He knew they were there. — When the
two men got to the village they found the animals just as Jesus had said. They brought them to
Jesus and put their clothes on them (because they had no saddle or anything). Then they set the
Lord on them. Usually the Lord and His disciples walked from place to place but this time He
was going to ride on the donkeys.
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A long time before then God had told His people that someday their king would come to them
riding on a donkey (Zechariah 9:9). On this day Jesus was showing the people that He was the
king whom God had promised them. Jesus did just like God’s Word said He would do.

Lots and lots of people joined the parade. Some of the people cut branches off the trees and laid
them on the road in front of Jesus. Other people spread their clothes on the road in front of
Jesus. There were even boys and girls in the parade. More and more people joined the parade.
There were many, many people in front and behind Jesus. The people sang, cheered and praised
Jesus: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest! ”

When the Lord Jesus got to Jerusalem with the crowd around Him the people in the city didn’t
know what was going on and wanted to know “ Who is this?”” and the crowd said - “This is
Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”

Then Jesus went into the Temple of God to worship and pray. The people there should have
been praying and worshipping. Instead He found it like a noisy marketplace where people were
buying and selling and changing money for people from other countries. Jesus overturned the
table and chased the people out. He told them God wanted His house to be for praying. After
that some sick people came to the Lord and He healed them.

The children that were there were very excited. They were glad Jesus is the King. They started
praising Him and said, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” Well, some of the leaders heard them
and they didn’t like it! They said to the Lord, “Don’t you hear what they are saying?” The Lord
told them, “Yes.” — Haven’t you ever read (in the Bible) “Out of the mouths of babes and
sucklings you have perfected praise?” That means that God thinks children give God the most
perfect praise. The Lord Jesus really liked it! Children’s praise is very important to the Lord —
probably more than grown-ups’ praise. So, when we sing the songs in children’s meeting — Let’s
really praise the Lord! When we sing we just want to tell the Lord how wonderful He is! We
don’t ever have to feel being a kid is not important. It’s wonderful and exciting to be a child!
The Lord loves children a lot and He loves to hear their praise!!!

SONGS: #162, #157, #154, #158

162 PRAISE HIM! PRAISE HIM!
1.  Praise Him! Praise Him,
All ye little children,
God is love, God is love.
(Repeat)

2. Love Him, love Him...
3. Thank Him, thank Him...
4. Serve Him, serve Him...

157 GIVE ME OIL IN MY LAMP
Give me Oil in my lamp,
Keep me burning
Give me oil in my lamp, | pray.
Give me oil in my lamp,
Keep me burning,

Keep me burning ‘till the break of day.
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(Chorus)

Sing Hosanna, (3x)

To the King of kings.
Sing Hosanna, (2x)

Sing Hosanna to the King.

154 BLESSED BE THE NAME

Blessed be the name (3x)
Of the Lord.
(Repeat)

158 HALLELU, HALLELUJAH!

Hallelu, hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah!
Praise ye the Lord!
(Repeat)

Praise ye the Lord!
Hallelujah! Praise ye the Lord! (3x)



