THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK CITY

CHILDREN’S MEETING LESSON

DATE: February 23, 2014
SUBJECT: THE LORD’S PRAYER—A Model: (4) Not Being Brought into Temptation, but Being Delivered from Evil (1)
SCRIPTURES: Matthew 6:13a; 1 Peter 5:8; James 4:7b

AIM: To see that Satan is God’s enemy and our enemy and to be aware of his strategy so that we will not be taken advantage of by him.

SUGGESTED MEMORY VERSES TO CHOOSE FROM: Matt. 6:13a; 1 Pet. 5:8
CONTENT: Last week, in the Lord’s pattern of prayer, we discussed forgiving one another as the Lord forgives us. This week and next week, we will talk about Matt. 6:13a: “And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” We should ask the Father not to bring us into temptation but to deliver us from the evil one, the devil. 

I.
Who is this evil one?

A.
God’s enemy: Satan was an angel who rebelled against God, and who became God’s enemy. Do you know what an enemy is? An enemy is one who wants to injure or overthrow someone. He is hostile and harmful. Satan is God’s enemy.
B.
Our enemy: Not only is Satan God’s enemy. Since we are on God’s side, Satan doesn’t like us and he is our enemy, too. He is your enemy and my enemy. Satan knows that we are important to God and tries to damage our human vessel, which was created for God.
II.
The evil one’s strategy: An enemy always has a plan of attack—a strategy. Sometimes it is obvious, sometimes it is subtle. Satan tries to damage us in a tricky way. It is hard to recognize him. If he came to us with a fork and a long tail, we would recognize him immediately. However, he disguises himself, even as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). Let’s look at some of the ways he tries to damage our vessels.

A.
Man’s body: Satan tries to harm and damage man so that he cannot be used for God.  God created us as     vessels for Himself and Satan's strategy is always to damage us as vessels by tempting us to take things into our vessel that either we should not take in or that will damage our human vessel. Perhaps mom tells us just to eat one cookie and save the rest, but we want to eat more. Or, after watching one short television program, we want to keep watching another show instead of going outside to get some exercise.
B.
In man’s mind: Satan may throw fiery darts at our minds to stir up negative thoughts against God or others.

1. Satan throws fiery darts at our minds. A thought may come to us. “Hey! I did the dishes last night! How come my brother never has to do the dishes?” If we dwell on this thought, we will begin to resent our brother and even begin to hate him. Then we may argue with him, fight with him, and end up being punished by our parents.
2. Sometimes someone may have no intention of offending us but Satan throws many thoughts at us. “Hmpff! He didn’t say “Hi” to me! He’s mad at me. He hates me. I dislike him too. I remember what he did to me last year”...on and on. The other person may not be feeling well and may not have said “Hi” because they did not see us, but we may decide not to speak to him again. Satan has brought in a wedge. These thoughts are definitely from Satan. Our God would not ask us to hate people. Satan is a liar. We must reject his lies and his evil thoughts.

APPLICATION:

· We need to recognize that Satan is our enemy. He knows we are important to God, so he will try to harm us physically in many tricky ways (junk food, lack of physical activity, TV, video games etc.)
· We need to pray—just like the Lord taught us. “Deliver me from the evil one.” We should pray that the Lord would not bring us into temptation and deliver us from the evil one. After we pray this way we should follow our conscience all day long.  Satan tempts us to disregard the feeling in our conscience.  
· We need to be careful of what we read and what we see on TV, etc. We should ask our parents if we are not sure if a book is good for us to read. We should not watch too much TV, but learn to occupy ourselves with wholesome recreation—crafts, hobbies, good books, exercise and sports. Remember, we are made as vessels. We must be careful what we take into us. We should not read or view things that may defile our vessel.

· We should not dwell on evil thoughts. They are from Satan. Even if someone has offended us, we should learn to forgive him as the Lord has forgiven us (Matt. 6:14).
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